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tu-Io and made to apply to Panini who here, as in the
Records, Is styled a rislii. It is perhaps possible that the
men in the test is a copyist's interpolation and that the
original reading was P'o-lo-tu-lo as in the common texts
of the Records.

When our author writes of the Immortals, the devas
of long life, becoming incarnate, he is referring to the
restoration of our world after its last destruction. The
first beings to occupy the new earth were the time expired
devas of one of the Heavens and they did not become in-
carnate in the ordinary sense; they came to earth with
the radiance and beauty of gods and with the aerial ways
of celestial beings.1 But they did not come to teach
men and it was a very long time after their descent when
human beings first began to have a written language.

The reader of this passage about Panini will observe
that the pilgrim gives the date of king Kanishka as
500 years after Buddha's decease. This is not in accor-
dance with the common Chinese chronology of Buddhism
which makes the death of the Buddha to have taken place
in the ninth century B. 0.

* Ta-lu-t'an-ching, ch. 6.